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Divine Pottery

Jeremiah 18:1-11

Introduction 

We live in a culture that is obsessed with the way we look.  The younger, skinnier, and better looking, you are the better you fit, and the more chances you have to succeed in life.  External youth and beauty are considered in our times some of the most essential human characteristics.  You can see that on TV too.  Some of the most famous television shows are those that take ugly people and make them beautiful.  They do what they call “extreme makeovers”.   They take your body and reshape it over making it beautiful.  I was watching one of these shows one day and I cried.  They took this lady that all her life suffered because she had big teeth and an ugly face and remade her entire face and body.  She looked beautiful and she was crying too, and I understood her.  Her suffering was gone because now she looked nice and could fit in.

But it would have been helpful to find out if deep down in her heart she was happy, because there is a whole in our soul, which only God can fill.  There is a deeper level of fulfillment and happiness that comes only from surrendering yourself to God and experiencing His powerful work in your life.   

Now God gave us these human bodies and we have to take care of them.  It is nothing wrong with being concerned about keeping our bodies in shape and caring for them as much as we can, and we have make sure we don’t destroy our bodies because of our lifestyle.  Yet what our culture doesn’t pay attention to, is that God is interested mostly in changing our interior makeup.  Yes, we need to look nice outside and care for our bodies but we need to let God transform the only one thing that only He can change namely our souls and hearts.  Our bodies are wearing out everyday and one day they will become what they are made of namely the dust of the ground.  But our souls and hearts are eternal and in the hand of God they become more beautiful and perfect every day.  

Our culture focuses on the outward appearance but God is interested in our hearts, and He is in the business of changing them.  1 Samuel 16:7 says, “The Lord doesn’t see as the mortals see for they look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.”  

So what do we have to do?  We have to take care of our bodies but surrender our hearts to God and let Him change them.       

In our text God tells Jeremiah the prophet to go to a potter’s shop and watch as the potter is working the clay.  This was a powerful experience for Jeremiah, because after watching the whole process God is telling him: “People are in my hand as the clay is in the potter’s hand…” Why was Jeremiah impacted so much because of this experience?  What was God discovering to him?  God helped Jeremiah understand several main aspects about Divine Pottery or how God as the potter can transform us as pieces of clay.  God can transform us because of His authority, ability, patience, and compassion.

1. His authority

In v. 3 Jeremiah says: “So I went down to the potter’s house, and there he was working at his wheel.”  Jeremiah goes to the potter who owns his shop, the machinery, the tools, and the clay.  Everything in that place belonged to the potter.  It was his own property and he could do whatever he wished with it.  So Jeremiah understands that even we like it or not we belong to God.  We are his property.  The clay belonged to the potter and God the potter says: “All human beings are my pieces of clay.  I created them and everyone belongs to me.  Humanity is my property”  

Genesis 1:26-27 says, “Then God said, Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.  So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them, male and female he created them.”  

So God created us.  None of us called ourselves into existence, or nothing else or nobody else created us than God, so nothing and nobody except God can claim ownership over us.  We are the Divine Potter’s property so He can do whatever He wants with us.  And His main right and will is to change us.  He wants to change and transform us into beautiful spiritual vessels.  So the sooner we submit ourselves to our right owner the sooner we will see His wonderful work revealed in us.

Illustration:  When Corina’s father was four years old he became very ill.  Now his father was a dedicated minister, but his mother was not a believer.  She refused to go to church and refused to believe in God.  Corina’s father was getting worse and worse so she took him to the closest city to the hospital.  When she got there the doctor told her: “Your boy is dying, I can’t do anything, go home and prepare the funeral.”  She left the hospital and it was a one day and night trip back home.  So when night came she stopped the horse wagon on the side of the road and fell asleep.  During the night she had a dream.  She saw two hands and then God told her: “the boy is mine, with one hand I can take him and with the other I can leave him!”  She said: “God if you leave him I am going to repent and accept you as my God and Savior, and I going to dedicate my son to serve in full time ministry.”  She woke up the next morning and Corina’s father was up too and asked her for some food.  She repented right there and accepted God as her Savior and from then on she told the child he was going to become a minister. 

We belong to God and He can do whatever He wants with us.  We were created and exist because He decided, so it is His own right to change us.  So the Word of God is telling you and me this morning to come to our Maker and Owner, and let Him change us and mold us according to His will.

2. His Ability 

The second aspect we must acknowledge about God as the Divine Potter and His work in our lives is that He is able.  God sends Jeremiah to the potter’s house to see how the clay is worked, and Jeremiah is watching the whole process.  And then God is telling Jeremiah in v.6: “Can I not do with you, just as the potter has done?  Just like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel.” 

What God says here is that just as only the potter has the power and ability to change that clay into a beautiful vessel so only God has the power and ability to change us.  We humans lack the power to change ourselves.  Many times we make commitments and promises yet soon we discover how unable we are to change our hearts.  We are powerless to transform ourselves and so is anybody else.  No human being and no human philosophy or program can bring real and long lasting change of our hearts and minds.  Only God our Maker and the Divine Potter can change and mold us into new beings.

Apostle Paul was a dedicated Jewish believer before he was a Christian.  And he tried hard according to his religion to be a righteous person, yet he failed.  He was better and more righteous then many other Jewish believers, yet he acknowledges that he was still a sinner.  Yet, after he become a born again Christian and the Holy Spirit changed his life Paul says he became a new creation and so everyone who was in Christ.  Listen to what he says in 2Corinthians 5:17,

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation, old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.”  
What Paul says here is that God changes us into a new creation.  Rather than remodeling or renovating the old, God makes us completely new.  Our life-long fears are replaced with courage and confidence, our shameful stains are washed away and we are given a clear conscience, and the painful emptiness that plagued us is removed to make way for a fresh sense of fulfillment and joy.  When we submit to God He originates real transformations in our life because only He is able and powerful to do so.  

Illustration:  In London there is park where people used to gather and listen to different speakers.  The platform was open to anybody who had something to say.  After the second world war when the communists were trying to attract people a communist leader came to the park and told the people: “See that beggar with filthy clothes on him.  Communism will put a new suit on him.”  Next came a Christian believer who said:  “See that beggar on whom Communism will put a new suit, Christ will put a new man in that suit.”  

The truth is that only God through the power and work of the Holy Spirit in our lives can change our beings totally and make us a new creation.  In our days people are more concerned how they look externally and go to the wrong places to find spiritual and emotional fulfillment, yet the Bible is telling us that only and only God can bring real change and fulfillment in our lives.  

What about us Christian believers?  Do we really believe in the power and ability of God to change us?  If we do then let’s give Him this morning everything that we know needs to be changed in our lives.  Let’s give Him our fears, disappointments, weaknesses, and sufferings and He will take them away and originate real and long lasting change in our lives.

In Psalm 51:10 King David was praying to God to originate real transformation in his life.  He said: “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me…”  What a beautiful and sincere prayer?  David knew that there were some things that really needed to be changed in his heart, and he came in faith and sincerity before God and asked for His intervention.  And God forgave David, cleanse him, and restored the joy of salvation in his heart.

Pray this prayer this morning and come before God in faith and sincerity and you and I will experience the same power at work in our lives that David experienced, and we will go home joyful and fulfilled spiritually. 

3. His patience. 

So God can change our hearts first because of His authority, second because of His ability, and third because of His patience.  The third aspect that Jeremiah wants us to consider this morning is that God is very patient when He works in our lives.  Listen, to what Jeremiah says in v.4: “The vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, as seemed good to him.”

Jeremiah says here that the piece of clay that the potter was working on was spoiled or filled with dirt and impurities.  Now normally what a potter would do when the clay is spoiled, is to throw it away and get a cleaner one.  Now every piece of clay has some dirt and impurities in it, and what the potter does he strains them out with his hands while rotating the clay.  He adds water and then his fingers get into every little part of that clay cleaning it of dirt and impurities.  Now the potter in Jeremiah’s story could have gotten another cleaner piece to work less, but he was very patient and willing to work longer on the one he has gotten in the first place.  And Jeremiah says that because of his patience and hard work to remove all dirt and impurities the potter made a new and beautiful vessel.  In the same way our Divine Potter is very patient and willing to go a long way in order to change us.  In Psalm 145: 8-9 David says: “The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  The Lord is good to all, and his compassion is over all that he has made.”  

What does it mean for us that God is very patient and, slow to anger, and willing to go a long way?  It means at least three major things:

-First, if God is patient you have to be patient with yourself.  Sometimes you might lose hope and think that no change can happen in your life.  You have to be patient and continue to trust in Lord.  I met people who said: “I gave up on me.  I tried hard and prayed and nothing happened.  Nothing and nobody can change me anymore or change my situation…”  Don’t let such thoughts in your mind and feelings in your heart.  God will never give up on anybody and He who is very patient is always willing to come and save you.  So be patient and don’t give up.

-Second, be patient with others.  You probably prayed for dear ones and friends to change but they are still the same wicked people.  You told them year after year they need to change yet they ignore you and God.  Don’t give up on them because God did not give up on them.  Rather then let disappointment take control rest assured that God is still at work and one day He will help them straighten up.

-Third, don’t use God’s long patience and kindness as a license to sin.  Many Christians believe in the cheap grace doctrine.  They say: “God is too good and too graceful to punish us, He will understand my weakness and sins.”  Don’t abuse God’s enduring patience and grace, and don’t think that if He is graceful He will allow you to willfully sin.  He is very patient and graceful, but He will punish those who sin deliberately, and will correct them.

Illustration:  Jeremiah was called to announce God’s judgment over Judah because of their drifting away from the Lord and sinful life.  And he told them, “return to the Lord, or He will bring destruction on you…”  This was Jeremiah’s message.  Here when he is sent to the potter God is giving Judah one more chance to repent.  God says: “I am like this potter, come back to me and I will make you a new creation…”  Yet Judah refused and refused and continued in a wicked and sinful lifestyle and God had to bring destruction on their land and allow them to be taken in captivity so that they will be corrected.

So the point for us today is that we should not use God’s enduring patience as a license to sin, because willful sin will always be punished. 

4. His Compassion. 

The last aspect that Jeremiah wants us to consider today is God’s passion.  God is in the business of changing our hearts and lives and as Jeremiah understands while watching the potter, God can do it because of His authority, ability, patience, and lastly because of His compassion.  In verses 7-11 God says that He can destroy or save every nation, but His enduring love and passion for the lost makes Him restrain His anger and change His mind.  In other words, God’s passion is winning over God’s anger.  God is both righteous and graceful.  God is both a God of love but He is also a God of justice, and according to God’s justice we must have died because we were all sinners and the wages of sin is death.  Yet God in His love and compassion sent Jesus Christ, His only Son, to die in our place so that we will live.  On the cross of Golgotha God’s compassion won over God’s justice because God wants our salvation rather then our destruction.  And because God himself came to die for us and to bore our sins and inequities on the cross our transformation is now possible.

Paul the Apostle says in Romans 6:14, “For sin will have no dominion over you since your are not under law, but under grace..” and in 6:22 he says: “but now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God the advantage you get is sanctification.” 

So God can change our hearts because of His love and compassion.  He did not stay there in heaven shouting at us: “repent and be transformed or you will die…” but came into our world took our inequities and weaknesses upon Himself and gives us the will and the power to live transformed lives.  You know the power of love is the strongest and most effective power when it comes to impacting somebody’s life.  

Illustration:  Richard Wurmbrand the Romanian pastor who spent 14 years in prison describes many instances when  real sacrificial love had the power to change the worst and most wicked prisoners.  He tells that most of the prisoners who were imprisoned by the communists were full of hate and revenge.  Then the guardians were mean, hateful, and corrupt.  Yet in the midst of this evil and wicked context many times the love and sacrifice of the Christian believers changed these human beasts into loving and faithful persons.    

Wurmbrand tells of Christian believers who were chained with 50 pounds chains, tortured with red-hot iron pokers, forced to eat salt, and then not given water for days, starved, whipped, suffering from cold, and yet praying with fervor for their persecutors.  Later on the same persecutors were thrown into the prison, and now the tortured and the torturer were in the same cell, yet the Christian showed love and compassion instead of hate and revenge.  There were Christian believers who gave away their last slice of bread and the medicine who could have saved their lives to a sick communist torturer , who was now a fellow prisoner.  One day a minister was brought into Wurmbrand’ cell.  He was half dead and blood was streaming from his face.  He was horribly beaten.  Wurmbrand washed his face while some prisoners cursed the communists.  Very softly the minister said: “Please don’t curse them! Keep silent for I wish to pray for them” 

Now many torturers and guardians became Christian believers and dedicated their lives to God because of this surpassing love and compassion that they experienced.  Do you think that they would have became believers if the other Christians would have showed them hate and revenge?  No.  But sacrificial love and compassion leads to faith and devotion to God.  This is the power of the Christian faith: love, compassion, and sacrifice, in the midst of suffering.  Jesus Christ the Son of God while being beaten, tortured, and crucified prayed for you and me, and all the sinners.  God Himself who could have killed all of his torturers from one strike, chose to suffer and show compassion and sacrifice.  It surpasses our human understanding but is very powerful.  Now the same power that gave Christ the strength and ability to show love, mercy, and compassion is available to us to transform and change us into holy men and women.  God the Potter can shape us and mold us into holy and beautiful vessels.  Why do we still resist Him?  Why have we been so stubborn and disobedient for such a long time?  This morning He wants you and me to sincerely open our hearts to Him and let Him change those deep things that need to be changed.  Give your entire heart to God and let the Potter make you a beautiful new vessel.  Amen.                

